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Of the week just gone there remains-

but little to be said Wesfs Minstrels
lam to the Salt Lake theatre over a
road made easy by excellent advance
vrk The advance agents and press
ri sentatives were thoroughly con-
vincing In their protestations and suc
ce > if d in raising the expectations of
the public to the highest pitch In
d ed it is possible that the disappoint-
ment

¬

experienced by some people was
traceible to this very fact

But box office receipts go a long way
tnard relieving any qualms of con
snenei a manager might hae over
awakening undue interest

West Minstrel Jubilee while in no
respect an extraordinary performance
was a good entertainment There were
srno e ellent voices among the solo ¬

ists aid the comedians were funny
Sine bjt Uoi w re heard in regard
to the introdu toii f Cuaherra Rm
tjiuna To my miDd th objection lies
lather in the m nur of its perform-
ance

¬

While it jik tTu that many would
lie preferred a rg arid dance in its
pli e a fair i irnon ff the audience
1 r like to have hoard the beautiful
lU t lty rndeid in iF miethuig like ar
tst c style Fort from beginning to
rnd vithout a mf lulaton can earce-
l give one a good idea of Mascagms
inspir tiun I ut if it is that we can
ccrP no more and that it must be
d ir in mmsiril fashion let us all
n rt ith tilt unmusical and have a
s HT md dan t instead The best j

tis Mr West car d with that or
th b to dss of it to the first
c r v he meets and begin again with j

n v one The engagement was at
V ry piofitable Pile financially

<V ro 4 I

The Grand was open all week but
tl e iYx office furnished no record
retaking figures for either attraction-
The credit of tiny success Shaft No

L

tti
¼ 1

Ben Hendricks in You Yonson

2 n i v have belongs to the electrician
1 x reinaikal ra1iatc thunder

S r 18 his en ninc ttI
TV cud of tils ect saw a nonde

s t it each 1oUe with the choice
1 t of the Theui1 It is pia1iiv

nt that thc lad furnish all of
I rk of anuei nt that the toisn-

ir arjnetahnut thC pr s that-
iI lie w4JviB to pay for it So-

t b1eviMC f arc t or w lxatvr you-
iI mind u taIl it has come tu-

nevlIat out of place at the
L k 1ieate and perhaps Mr Py
xi II fril ft t his iiJantaat to re-

ff r i tilirations for bookings of this
I t 111s r ihbor uv5r on Secon-
dSS suet

Tit Theatre i ill la closed until the
1 h n Lewis M iris on in Faust
C

= i twt night1 j
Mi MUTISO 1 i become identified

u the part 01 Mlphati arid has
r J it fur if o HLfly years that this

N of p i ui ir interest bcrawe
I be his last in the character

t year hi will star in The Sor
r of Satan a hfI noiwith tmding
t t Jre s a astr different si rt of a
r

Xv I> Grand ciIl hd the lied alone
vt fok with yPo Yonson the orig

the SwclS dramas which was
3 amuus by tl late Gus Ilfege-

i i > ed Vaf tle sc le It is a play
IIingevif s a great point in its

4 and it v I last seen in Salt
J v eiix years dg The scii s are-

II in the luiiibrr regions of thetpst A thribbg situation is the
1 ng of a hg5azi which furnishes

nn c scene Mr th principai char-
t rp The ti L i is piiyed ly Mr

ti iicrdricicy wh Ii said to hav
T a great su in the parr Yn-

n will run all week with int
L J Wednesday and Saturda

A New Ue KovenSmith Opera
V r Ve mic ° PTlV llltJ The Three

isI by tIe composer and l-

it
7 st of the overshadowing success
jm Hood wis produced at the

radway the < trf New York last
ti nday night It ray sound odd but-

t certainly seems that firt success has I

bpPT J stumbling block in the path of-
T

I

r Kvpn 1 Smith The

metropolitani critics did not trouble to
resort to faint praise as a means of
discouraging this latest effort but one
and all plainly and unmistakably de-
nounced

¬

it and furthermore exposed
the many points of antiquity which-
are to be found in The Three Dra¬

goons By far the most remarkable
teature of the affair was that the pa
ners agreed so thoroughly on the mer ¬

its and absence thereof in the opera
jur bmith plot WhICh according to
the insinuations of some hardhearted
person he did not understand himself
deals with three dragoons an Engish
man a Scotchman and an Irishman
who are all in love with a Portuguese
heiress Another prominent character
is that of the cook of the king of Por ¬

tugal which is played by Jerome Sykes-
a very capable funmaker The other
comedians in the cast are Joseph
Mara and Richard Carroll

AVe are Informed that a cake walk
notwithstanding tile incongruity was
the most taking part of the perform-
ance

¬

And it is said that Librettist
Smith went into the dim and distant
past for his jokes and gags and that
Mr De Kovens music is reminiscent of
his own and other successful works
Can it be possible

Someone wants to know if Reginald
and Harry B think that everybody who
saw Itoain Hood Is dead This Is a
case of where they began at the top
of the ladder and fell down for they
have yet to even approacn the success
made by that first opera But they are
persevering at least and failure does
not serve to discourage them so We
may still expect another lasting suc-
cess

¬

from the collaboration of Reginald
De Koven and Harry B Smith

Grand Opera and Sandwiches I

New York society seems to have
found a new way of tolerating Wagner I

for Vdgner must be tolerated by
force or favor

Recently the management of the
Metropolitan opera house decided to
give some of the greater works of Wag-
ner

¬

without cuts just as they are pre-
sented

¬

at Beyreuth-
The Niebelungen cycle uncut

sounds like rather a ponderous artair
and when the performances were an ¬

nounced to begin at C or 630 What
about dinner was the first question

Accordingly Drivate hampers were
prepared and sent and ilaillard was
rushed to death serving sandwiches and
chocolate During intermissions-

Not at all During the progress of
the o >era if you please It is true
that five hours of even the most superb
vocal art in the world couldnt be ex-
pected

¬

to suppress natural pangs of
hunger but the gorgeous opera house
must have presented an interesting
sight as a picnic ground Great is the
power of New York society which can
make such a bourgeois proceeding seem
swell

Another ridiculous blending of patric
ian art and plebeian human nature is
seen at the Dramatic Breakfast at
the WaldorfAstoria There is always-
a large audience which laughs and
talks but does not listen during the
performance and the while eagerly an
ticIPates the breakfast to follow

Talk about the improvement of art
And yet those women for the breakfast
audiences are composed altogether of
women sacrifice some hours of needed
sleep to attend these fimofirmo fltmlt
impressed that they arelbenefiting the
divine cause receiving drama a la any
thing and food a la something at 5
a plate as a compensation

At a song rpcital given in New York
last week by Victor Maurel a signifi-
cant incident occurred Mr Rhetahuld
Herman the accompanist was down
for a couple of piano solos During the
rendition of the second number the
conversation among a portion of the
auditnee became so audible that Mr
Herman stopped short saying I beg
your pardon but I cannot play to con

ersation anl left the stage Here in
Salt Lake there is frequent provoca
tion for a similar action on the part ofa performer and it has many times
seemed advisable to call the attention-
of a few disturbers to what is very
like only thoughtlessness on their part
There is scarcely a concert given in
Salt Lake when the whispering annoy
anee does not assert itself at some time
during the evening People should re
member that they not only disturbohes seated about them but also the
performers who are keenly sensitive
to anything of the kind Whether it is
Jck of interest in the performance or

enthusiasm over it which prompts this
ail too common breach of etiquette itvud be well to remomber that there
jb tine after the concert when it can
be clretused more foely and more ap-
propriately

¬

Salt Lake audiences showed
themselves to be good natured and con
ssderute by their prompt compliance
wHh the hat lawlet them show still
further jtirtesy to perfonne as wellas Minn spertators and remember this
little hint In regard to the whispering

roTES OF THE STAGE

A revival of Metamora Js conteon

plated by the WardeJamesKldderc-
ompany

Sarah Trua c is leading woman at the
Bastable theatre Syracuse

Alice Neilson will have a new opera
by Victor Herbert next season

Colonel Robert G Irigeisoll has a
new lecture entitled The Devil

Miss Alice Neilson will go to London
with The Fortune Teller this spring

Sarah Bernhardt will tour this coun-
try

¬

next year in a version of Hamlet

Salvini has just celebrated his 70th
birthday He has been on the stage
over fifty years

Viola PrattGillett and R C Easton
sang at a musicale given by Madame
Severn last week

I
Charles Hoyts new play The Dog-

in the Manger has met with success
in Washington D C

I Trelawney of the Wells is an im ¬

mense success at the Lyceum theatre
New York and will soon reach its

I 100th performance

Howard Kyle has returned to New
York after a successful four weeks en-
gagement with Mrs Boucicault on the
Keith circuit in Proper Impropriety

MJss Katherine E Oliver a celebrated
Interpreter of Scottish character whose
tour is under the direction of Major
Pond will be heard in this city on
March 2

The name of Clydei Fitchs new play
for Nat Goodwin was changed from

Teddy to The Cowboy and the
I Lady for fear the public would think-
a reference was intended to Governor
Roosevelt

A company to play in California next
summer will be headed by Henry Mil ¬

Ie = and Edward J Morgan Julius
Caesar will be given with Mr Miller as
Mark Anton and Mr Morgan as Cas
sius

I The startling news comes to us that
Paderewski has decided to retire per-
manently

¬

from public life He will live
on a farm in Poland and will devote
his days to his crippled son who is 17
years old-

Katherine
I

Bloadgood who win api ttr
here with the Orpheus club on the 16th

I has been nicknamed the Return En-
gagement

¬

Contralto because she is so
often reengaged to appear in the same
place In addition to her fame as a
singer she enjoys the reputation ofbe ¬
ing one of the handsomest and best
dressed women on the concert stage-

A very interesting affair will be the
concest at the Ladies Literary club
house on Thursday Feb 9 under the
auspices at the tourist section of the
club The programme will be devoted
to Italian music and will include vocal
selections by favorite singers also some
harp solos It will be the first public I

appearance of the Chaminade chorus
which will be heard in some Italian
folksongs I

IQ
The Chicago lady quartette will re ¬

peat their entertainment of last even ¬
ing at the Unity church Jewish syna ¬
gogue tonight An entire change of
programme will be rendered-

By
0

special request the Chicago lady
quartette who gave such a delightful
entertainment at Unity church last
evening will give another concert to ¬

night at the church Fourth East be ¬

tween Second anti Third South Ad-
mission

¬
25 cents

CHICAGO LADY QUARTETTE

Unity Church Jewish Synagogue
Tonight at 8 Oclock

PART IQuartette Thou Lovely Star
Abt

Reading Penelope Penwick
Anon

SoDrano solo I Am Thine For¬

ever Schlesinsrer
Quartette Bye Lo Land Macy
Contralto solo My Dream of You
Rodney
6Reading selections from Ben

Hur Wallace
PART II

Quartette You SDotted Snakes
McFarren
2Alto solo Daddy
3Quartette selected
Reading Telephone Conversa-

tion
¬

5Soprano sQlo Villanelle Del
Agua

i6Quartette Last Rose of Summer
Admission cents

lID I
I

Lemon Vanilla Pineapple Banana
Almond Rose Raspberry Straw-
berry Orange or any flavor you de-
sire are made by Hewlett Bros Co
Ask your grocer for their Three
Crown brands for they are the best
on the market

Story of a Slave
I

To be bound hand and foot for years
by the chains of disease is the worst
form of slavery George D Williams-
of Manchester Mich tells how such a
slave was made free He says My
wife has been so helpless for five years
that she could not turn over in bed
alone After using two botles of Elec-
tric

¬

Bitters she Is wonderfully im-
proved

¬

and able to do her own work
This supreme remedy for female dis ¬
eases quickly cures nervousness sleep ¬

lessness melancholy headache bach
ache fainting and dizzy spells Thismiracleworking medicine Is a godsend-
to weak sickly run down people Every
bottle guaranteed Only 50 cents Sold
by Z C M I drug department-

Your
O

money back if you dont like
U S Baking Powder It is cheap
and pure and only costs about one
half the price of socalled highgrade
baking powdes

0
Bamberger sells coal right

Dyspepsia can be cared by using
Ackers Dyspepsia Tablets One littleTablet will give immediatei relief ormoney refunded Sold In handsome tin
hexos at 25 cts For sale by Z C 1L
L Drug Dept-

Money
=

saved is money earned Ask
your grocer for U S Baking Powder
Price 25c per pound None better

NEV GRAND THEATRE-
M E MULVEY fT3r

Tomorrow night and all week
MATINEES

WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY
The best of all Swedish dialect DIals

VON-

YONSON
Great cast headed by MR BEN HEX

DRvCKS
Boxes and seats now sling for all per¬

formances
Xext week

SOUTH BEFORE THE AR-

K BD MOnBY att Homo

BY INSURING WITH THE

HOME

FIRE OF

UTAHHE-

BER J GRANT 8i CO

General Agents

Hotel Knutsford
New and elegant in all its appoint-

ments
¬

200 roons single or ensulte 73
rooms with bath-

G S HOLMES Proprietor

D4VI llUE Os

iron Founders-
and Machinists

Manufacturers of all kinds of Min-

ing

¬

and Milling Machinery Prompt
attention paid to all kinds of repair
work No 12T North First West St

BOX OF POISONED
cn

CANDY

Jealous Woman Sends a Deadly
Package to Her Rival

St Louis Mo Feb IThis afternoon
I the Post Dispatch prints a story to the

effect that Mrs F M McVean of this
city received numerous threatening let-
ters

¬

and later a box of poisoned candy
Mrs McVean denies that she sent the
letters and candy to herself She says-
it is her opinion that a young woman
who is in love with a prominent west
end physician with whom Mrs McVean
is also said to be enamored mailed the
letters and candy An analysis of the
candy by City Chemist Tlechmann re-
vealed

¬

large quantities of arsenic

The Snahes Marh
Being an Accqunt of the Finding of the Lost Treasure of

the Hallowell Family

BY P YJBLACK
SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAP

TERB N
Justin Hallowell quarrels with his undoand leaves Boston together with hischum Oziei Hasket The two escape onthe ship of Dlxey Lynch who likes Justinbut tries twice to kill Oziel Becauseofthe peculiar snakes mark on his fore¬head the sailors sear Justin The shlDanchors off Long Island and provisionsa long voyage Ozlel discovers the plotsof the sailors who try again to kill him

wiTh T-

irtp
j

L2i-
I

g-

J Ii I

fit I i
Ij

TOUCHED ELBOW AIID SWIFTLY THEY ZMTO THE
THICKETS AiD MADE OFF

t
but succeed only leaving him behind
Oziel makes his way to New York City
where he chances upon Munin Justins
uncle The two tit out a stout ship and-
overtake Lynch and his crew A sea
fight follows and the pirates are over¬
come Lynch and Donnereau are taken
prisoners Ozlel and Justin attempt to
solve the mystery about the snakes mark
Murrin makes a compact with Lynch and

CHAPTER IX
THE DANCE OF THE SERPENT
On these insecure terms between the

adventurers i the youths the voyage-
of the Susannah was resumed ever
south and now it was a continual
anxious watch upon the side of Justin
and Oziel who had too little faith in
Murnns word to believe their lives one
moment safe for if any change of plan-
or circumstance should make It at all
possible for the conspirators to dispense
with young Hallowells presence in the
seeking of the treasure the two felt
that they would be put out of the way
with no compunction No more Justins
clear voice sangr out as when on the
Golden Wish

Come all brave and sail with ma
The red fruit grows on orchard tree
But the red gold grows on the waves of

the sea-
Where all brave Lids are sailing

The horrid mockery of that old song
I was a nightmare to him

South south ever south until at last
one day the land of the island they
sought was sighted and amid sup ¬
pressed excitement as much on the part
of the rascals as the lads the Susannah
slipped into a little landlocked harbor
under Donnereaus direction who now
assumed a first position in importance
UntJer happier auspices under such cir-
cumstances

¬

as he had loped for when
listening confidingly to Dixey Lynchs
description of the south Justin would
have been eager to step on that lovely
shore Not now he shivered when he
saw it and thought of that beach as a
grave It was on this Island then he
surmised that his fathers ship was
lost with his gold and gems from the
head of the Mogul Here lay about be ¬

neath the bones of that fatal crew
Here lies the gold where the dead men

He
Where all brave lads aro sailing

Tme beach was broad and smooth and
white and on it was no sign of life
Whero the sand ceased a deep wood of
tropical tree and bush began of a dark
and gloomy green that from the sea
seemed to stretch inland in heavy jun-
gle

¬

for many miles and then suddenly
the land rose up In High and threaten-
ing

¬

watch towers of hills whose sides
were rugged with black rocks covered
with fniiace and cleft with deep ra ¬

Come Master Justin said Dixey
Lynch with a grin Make haste to
pay your dutiful regards Up there you
shall find your father

Justin trembled he barely remem ¬

bered his father and he quickly turned
from the scoffer and with dimming
eyes fixed his gaze on the secrethid ¬

ing mountains until old Gabriel gruffly
ordered him into a boat to go ashore
The trader now was as nervous as any
irritable and domineering at moments-
and at others as the lads noticed

Iwatching Donnereau and Dixey and
Noll Dade with furtive anxiety and
hate His was not the nature to share I

where he had thought to grasp the
whole nor to be satisfied with a com ¬

pact which left him still in ignorance
of the final move In the game That
he was as ignorant as they themselves-
the young men divined from his con ¬

duct on the march inland
The expedition left the shore without

delay Only a few houru were used In
dividing among its members for port
age on their backs rations ot food and
ammunition A dozen men under the I

master were left in clwrge or the Su

J

t

I sannah and the others heavily armed
followed Donnereau as guide That
huge negro was now deferred to in
eyerything and it was soon apparent
that he was at home on the island
knowing every path through the forest
and every landmark of the hills One
other the halfcrazed little man NoR
Dade was also no stranger to the
country but the place for him seemed-
one of fear and in spite of Justins
disgust for him and his horrible ac

JUSTTN HIS THE

Donnereau

vines

tions the lads could rarely escape from
his presence he keeping by young Hal
lowell as If in him he found a protector
from unseen dangers

Into the jungle they plunged some
twelve strong Yet strong is but a mis
leading word to use for they were al-
though apparently with one purpose
divided into three partiesJustice and
Oziel unwilling companions of Lynch
and Murrin yet now anxiously deter ¬

mined to find and if possible help Jus ¬

tins father Donnereau and Dixey
Lynch the only possessors of the last
secret with whom the trump cards lay
and without whom Gabriel was evi ¬

dently convinced that he would seek to
no purpose and the trader himself to
whom the men of the schooner looked
for drders still with dullards belief in
the might of the paymaster The path
was narrow so that they walked in
single file and rough through marshes
and over long fallen trees The air
was stilling with no breeze to move
the dense foliage overhead Rarely
plumaged birds with harsh notes rose
from the trees as the party proceeded
startling the solitude with alarmed
cries Sign of other life there seemed
none Donnereau strode ahead with
the easy speed of one accustomed but
he was forced continually to wait for
the rest who labored arduously with
groans and sweat Conversation badin ¬

age or the cheerful song of a more
open march ther2 was none Lynch
kept as nearly in Donnereaus wake as
he could avoiding Gabriel whose mar-
velous

¬

energy sustained his wizened
body who was forced to drop be
hind the leaders At last he drew up
beside Justin and Oriel who were now
grimly silent and determined plodding
The smile with which Murrin greeted
them was one most nauseous consid-
ering

j

what had passed nor less the oily
tones he used

Well nephew he said with dis
gusting amiability we approach the
end I trust with the blessing of Prov-
idence the happy end of these most
grievous trials we have endured in a i

good cause You can without aoubt
I now recognize the mysterious hand of

I

that same all wise Providence which
sent me to your rescue from these dar-
ing

¬

villians and brought me here to
I watch over your Inter ts

Sir said Justin calmly I am able-
I hope always to believe in a wise and
a just providence

Hm Hm the yellow little rogue
coughed Indeed you have the ad ¬

I

vantage of a good sober training-
In these matters and worthy Oziel
Hasket also whose devotion is exceed ¬

ingly great and admirable Ah what
a figure thou art blessed with Oziel
and a strength and a heart of courage
And you had that wicked and turbulent
villian in your hands Oziel but he es ¬

caped Let It not be so again and a
word now dear lads while they are
far ahead of us Misconstrue not my
words nor actions boys At such times
onemust conceal his real feelings and
It is necessary in order to rescue your
unfortunate father Justin and your
fortune from the black savages of these
mountains to assume a faith in these
old men who have the key to the I

treasure OOX it appears rum their talk
with me But afterafter Justin af-
ter

¬

good Oziel Count on me as I I

shall count on youryoung hearts and
armsto overthrow their pride

He skipped on in advance in fear of
the other rascals observing him and I

the lads looked at each other
Best humor him said Oziel nlet the

comrades fall out In their villainy Itmay help us
They are but lip comrades said

Justin with hushed contempt Lynch
is afraid of Gabriels men and Gabriel
knows not Lynchs secret And which ¬
ever comes out winner of the two he
would cut our throats at night I verily
believe as soon as our purpose was
served How long before we know

I what that purp ose Is Isj there no
chance of our escape Oziel Cannot
your brain devise a scheme

But Oziels unaccustomed wits were
not skilful at plotting and one thing
was readily seen that the men of the
schooner had orders to watch the lads
Never were they left by themselves If
they halted to rest there were men be-
hind

¬

and men in front who halted teo1
So also when they camped in the
mountains the first nightthe lads
found themselves surrounded and
though a guard was placed neither of

i
them was asked to share its duties

i

The next day at sunrise they marched
again and on steadily through dreadful
heat until evening without adventure or
meeting with any dwellers of the land
a thing which might be ascribed to the
route Donnereau took that being by
almost impassable abandoned
paths so that Justin and Oziel surmised

I he was purposely keeping in cover
Nothing occurred that day to enlighten
the weary and anxious lads The lead-
ers

¬
I were as before and silent GabrielI

I

watching everybody but secret himself
I Nell Dade growng more excited bab ¬

bling incomprehensibly to himself and
the lads themselves as closely guarded

I prisoners
Evening found them all far up in the

hills and weary and there after point ¬

lIng out a camp Donnereau left the ex-
pedition

¬

arid disappeared in the woods
by himself Then for the first timeI

I Dixey Lynch appeared at all anxious I

t-

S

COMKADE 02T GLIDED NEAR
BY

lads

but

and

and

or excited hovering about the fire
where the men cooked their food rest-
lessly but speaking to no one until at
a late hour the negro slipped silently
back and to the surprise of Gabriel
as well as the lads brought with him

i two other blacks Dixey alone seemed-
to expect these and received them calm-
ly

¬

Old Gabriel was palpably disturbed
and ran to Lynchs side who let him
stay unconcerned while Donnereau-
and he and the negroes who were of a-
very savage appearance and almost
naked talked in a language which the
trader could not understand It ap-
peared

¬

then to come to Gabriel of a
sudden how helpless he himself was
how entirely Open to treachery from
Lynch His face twitched he looked
on Lynch on his men on Donnereau
and the strange negroes and again at
his men and prompted by fear of
some trick of Dixeys he sIpped among
these and whispered here and there so
that as quietly and as suddenly he
had the schdoners crew standing about
him facing the others with loaJed
muskets aimed menacingly on Lynch
and the savages This left Justin and
Oziel for the time the first time un-

watched They sat together on the
further side of the fire Quickly Tus-
tin touched his comrade on the elbow
motioned him to haste and silence and
swiftly glided into the nearby thickets
and made off It was done without
premeditation without thought and so
silently that they were some hundreds-
of yards away pushing tl eir road
through the jungle and the sweltering-
heat before angry and excited voices
in their rear told them they were pur
sued At a game of this sort Justin
took the lead where wit was more need
ed than muscle and Oziel followed
blindly wondering at the sudden doub ¬

lings the slender built harelike Justin
conceived in that unknown wilderness
and acted upon with a cats quickness
For a time they heard the crashing of
the chase and then it died away and I

the lads threw themselves own in a
close thicket panting and exhausted by
the run and the fearful heat

Oziel looked at Justin and his eyes
for his lips were too parched to speak
asked why-

I know not Justin answered gasp ¬

ing I could not bear their mysteries
longer nor the neighborhood of these
villains I had to run

It was dark Faintest starlight made
each face just visible to the other and
Oziels now was dismayed They were
free indeed but in what better off
They were in a land of savages and
the schooner they dared not return to
Already the more prudent lad regretted
their hasty escape

He did not speak and for a time the
two lay still Neither had the slightest-
idea after their many turns and twist
ings how the camp of the treasure
seekers lay but as they recovered
breath they rose and explored cauti-
ously

¬

about them A weak moon was
now shining dimly through the branch-
es

¬
and by its light they made out

they were on the slope of a wooded hill
Water shimmered 100 feet below and
gradually as their eyes got used to the
night they saw that this was a little
lake in the hills whch rose all about-
it so that it seemed as wine in a gob ¬

let As they stood looking down upon
the water there came to their ears a
distant sound of strange music at
whose notes they crept deeper into the
shadows and were filled with new
alarms Breathlessly they listened to it
drawing nearer a sound In that soli-
tude

¬

and in that unnerving heat so
strange and unnatural so unlike any¬

thing they had ever heard that they
shook and stood close together There
was no other noise save that of strange
instruments rude drums and reeds
and an accompainment as It seemd
some jangling strings Nearer and
nearer it came until it was beneath
them and at last there shot from the

darkness aflaring torch and then an
fithej andanother BE that giart the
lads now lying on their faces peering-
in terrified curosity saw that beneath
them jutted into the lake a rocky tint
topped point of land mossgrown on
whose preciptlous edge stood a rude
altar a broad rough stone and filing

out on that plateau carne many men
black and naked each bearing one ot
the torches except a few who carried
the instruments of music

None of these weird figures uttered a
scund but round and round the outer
edge of the plateau they began to
move in step and time gradually
quicker as the music wallet more
loudly until at last theywere all sway-
ing in the swift motions of a dance
wherein their shadowy forms twined
In and out and about and circling In
serpentine curves For a long time
that lasted the dance becoming at last
a bewildering maze of limbs and
torches The music then ceased of a
sudden and the dancers stopped with
St standing motionless in a ring about
the edge their torches aloft From the
blackness of the woods there came
into the circle a solitary man clad alt
in white His back was to the friends
and they saw that he was tall and lean
and whitehaired his locks hanging
thickly on his shoulders while round
his neck hung a thick chain or great
comforter Very slowly and with state
liness he stepped to the center and
then as suddenly as it had ceased the
barbaric music began again and thIS
dancers commenced But now they
chanted a hymn so wll er qna 1T

delivered with such frantic motions
that it seemed a triumph of devils luthey closed with a dash on the center
figure back they rushed with a shrill
howl in and back and round and
round their torches always flaring
their arms and legs a tangled maze as
they twisted in endless chains but the
whiterobed old man stood firm and
motionless-

The Puritanbred bon from staid
Boston town shut their eyes and grip
fled each others hands at this horrid
savage sight They were oppressed as
with nightmare and it wouht have hnr-
elief to scream out had thrj dan u
The sweat ran from them and tn
closeness of the night Scan allowf
them to breathe As though t t> add to
their despairing sense of b ing aban¬
doned to powers of evil the rumblings
of distant thunder muttered angrily
amid the mountains and n it were not
their fevered fancy a tremor shook the
earth-

A shout more excited and nrolonged
than any previous ones f i m the danc-
ing negroes forced them to look un
The savages had fallen bai k md the
old man alone again in the centr drrw
quickly the thick chain fiom his net k
and held it up and behold1 It writhed
and twisted and hissed in ihe air andwas a huge serpent and th dancers
fell on their faces and beat tht ground
with their hands and gTOiIJ before it
worshiping their awful god

Justin and Oziel could not now with-
draw

¬

their transfixed gpz Toy ncr
motionless with amazement and horror
when the old man turned abut the
snake at arms length above his head-
so that his face lighted by the glare of
torches was to the lads It was whit
the face of a white manand tI1Ue cad
peaceful with the sadness of ore whetmemory and mind are gone let who
resignedly seeks to regain them Tt
was written in his vacant yet troublteye on his pathetic questioning lip
That both lads saw at a glance but
Justin saw something more something
he had not seen since days long ago in
another land when he smiled up at that
face with babys prattle In all thesoyears he had remembered it as a dream
and now he recognized that luok at
onceFather he called and rising ua
dashed down the slope

At that call the face of the old mon
trembled and he dropoed the snak
and looked up with a gleam in his eye

Father
The old mans face opened as if a

mask had been torn from it ind he
called back with a great shout

My boy
In an instant the torches were dash ¬

ed out and the place was dark Justn
heard a tumult of angry voices as he
ran Then a gigantic black rose ur
beside him and caught him up like A
child and bore him swiftly away into
the depths of the jungle

To Be Continued


